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A FATHER’S ADVICE 
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After returning from Siffeen Hazrath Ali (A.S.) gave 
certain advices to one of his sons. He wrote them 
in the form of a will. They deal with almost 
every subject of life which goes a long way to 
make a man successful in life, brave, chivalrous, 
humane, generous, virtuous and God-fearing. 
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(From the Translation of Nahj-ul-Balagha 
by Mr. Syed Mohammed Askari Jafery) 
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Advice from an experienced and 
God-fearing father to bis son 

These advices are from a father, who realises the 
mortality of life, who is getting old, who has patiently 
borne reverses and calamities, who hates inordinate 
desire and has overcome them and who is going 
shortly to pass out of this world, to his son, who is 
young, who has the desire of leading the world to 
sober ways of thinking and better ways of life, a desire 
which is rather difficult to be achieved; a son who is 
mortal and is bound by nature to follow the steps of 
all mortals, is subject to ailments, is surrounded by 
misfortunes and calamities, has to face oppressions and 
tyrannies, has often to confront and sometimes to 
tolerate hypocrisy, deceit, guile, duplicity and treason, 
who is to end his life in death, is to bear sufferings, is 
the heir to a person who is dead and gone and who 
finally ended his life, as a martyr to the animosity of 
his enemies. 
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After praise to God and the Holy prophet (A. S.) 
let it be known to you that decay of health, passing 
away of time and nearness of death have made me 
realise that I should give more thought to my future 
(next world) and to my people, advise them more and 
spend more time in equipping them mentally to face 
this world. 1 felt that my own sons and my near ones have 
as much right as others to utilize my experiences and 
knowledge of all the ups and downs of life, all the real¬ 
ities, and all the truths about life and hereafter which 
are known to me. I decided therefore to spend more 
time over you and to prepare you more for your 
future. This was neither selfishness nor selfesteem nor 
any mental luxury of giving away advices, but it was the 
sincere desire of making you sec the world as I found 
it, look at the realities of life as I looked at them and 
do the right thing at the right time and right place as 
it should be done which made me write down these 
advices to you. You will not find in them anything 
but truths and realities. 

My dear son, you are part of my body and soul 
and whenever I look at you I feel as if I am looking at 
myself. 1, if any calamity hapens to you, feel as if it 
has befallen to me. Your death will make me feel as if 
it was my own death. Your affairs are to me like my 
own affairs. Therefore 1 committed these advices to 
paper. 1 want you to take care of them, to pav 
attention to them and to guard them well. I may 
remain longer in your life (to personally guide you) or 
I may not but I want these advices to remain with you. 

My first and foremost advice to you, my son, is to 
fear God. Be His obedient servant. 'Keep His 
thought always fresh in your mind. Be attached to 
and carefully guard the rope which connects you with 
Him (Islam) Can any other connection be stronger, 
more durable and more lasting than this to command 
greater respect and consideration to replace it. 




How to gain experience and how to build character 

Accept good advices and freshen your mind with 
them. Adopt piety and kill your inordinate desires 
with its help. Build your character with the help of 
sincere faith in religion and God. Subjugate your 
self-willed, obsinate and refractory nature with the 
vision of death, make it see the mortality of life and of 
all that it holds dear, force it to realise the actuality of 
misfortunes and adversities, the changes of circumst¬ 
ances and time and compel it to study the histories of 
past people. Persuade it to see the ruined cities, the 
dilapidated palaces and decaying signs and relics of 
fallen empires and past nations. Then meditate over 
the activities of those people over what all they have 
done when they were alive and in powers, what they 
have achieved, from where they started their careers, 
where, when and how they were brought to an end, 
where are they now, what have they actually gained 
out of life and what was their contribution to the 
human welfare? If you carefully ponder over these 
problems you will find that each one of those people 
has parted company with the others and with all that 
he cherished and loved and he is now in a solitary 
abode, alone and unattended, and you will be also 
like him. 

Take care to provide well for your future abode. 
Do not lose eternal blessing for the sake of plea¬ 
sures of this mortal world. 

Do not talk about things which you do not 
know. Do not speculate and pass judgement over 
subjects about which you are not in a position to 
form an opinion and are not called upon to do so. 
Give up the way where there is possibility of your 
going astray. When there is danger of your wan¬ 
dering in the wilderness of ignorance, possibility of los¬ 
ing the sight of the goal which you want to attain 
and of reaching the end aimed at, then it is better 
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to give up the quest than to advance forward 
facing uncertain dangers and unforeseen risks. 

Advise people to do good and to live virtuously, 
because you are fit to give such advices Let your 
words and deeds teach the world lessons of how to 
abstain from wickedness and villainy. Try your best 
to keep away from those who indulge in vices and sins 

Fight, whenever required, to defend the cause 
“ 9 od , J W,ien you think of defending the cause 
ot God do not be afraid that people will laugh at 
you, censure your action or slander you. Fearlessly 
and boldly help truth and justice. Bear patiently 
the sufferings and face bravely the obstacles which 
come in your way when you follow truth and when 
you try lo uphold it. Adhere to the cause of truth 
and justice wherever you find it. Try to be well 
versed in Islamic jurisprudence and theology and 
acquire a thorough knowledge of the canons of this 
religion. 

develop l . he J ia bit of patience against sufferings, 
calamities and adversities. This virtue of patience 
is one of the high values of morality and nobility of 
character, and is the best habit which one can develop 
trust in God and let your mind seek His protection 
in every calamity and suffering. Because you will 
thus entrust yourself and your affairs to 'the Best 
Trustee and to the Mightiest Guardian. Do not 
seek help and protection of any body but God. Re- 
y° ur Payers, your requests, your solicitations, 
your supplications and your entreaties to Him and 
Him alone. Because to grant, to give, to confer 
and to bestow, as well as to withhold, to deprive, 
to refuse and to debar lies in His and only in His Power 

^ f sk „? s r- mU . C 1 ° f His Favours and seek as much 
ot His Guidance as often as you can. 


Try to undestand my advices, ponder over them 
deeply, do not take them lightly and do not turn 
away from them. Because the best knowledge is «hat 
which benefits the listener. The knowledge which does 
not benefit any body is useless, not valuable and 
not worth learning and remembering. 

Why a >ouog mind needs training ard advice from an 
experienced and aged person who loves him 

My dear son when I realised that I was getting 
old and when l felt that weakness and feebleness 
are gradually creeping over me then I hastened to 
advise you as to the best ways of leading a noble, 
virtuous and useful life. [ hated the idea that either 
death overtakes me before I can tell you all what 
1 wanted to tell or my mental capacities like my 
bodily strength may fa'll a prey to deterioration ere 
l convey all this knowledge to you, or inordinate 
desires, temptations and inducements may start 
influencing you, or adverse changes of times and 
circumstances may drag you into their mire and I 
leave you like an unbroken and untrained colt. Be¬ 
cause young and fresh mind is like a virgin soil 
which allows things sown in it to grow verdantly 
and to bear luxuriously. Theiefore, fhave made use 
of early opportunities 'to educate and train you be¬ 
fore your mind loses its freshness, before it gets 
hardened or warped, before you start facing life 
unprepared for the encounter and before you are 
forced to use your decisions and discretions'without 
gaining advantages of cumulated traditions, collected 
knowledge and experiences of others. These 
advices and counsels that I give you, will save you 
from the worry of acquiring knowledge, gathering 
experiences and soliciting others for their advices. 
Now you can very easily make use of all the know¬ 
ledge which men have to acquire with great care, 
trouble and patience. Things which were hidden 
from them and which only experiments, experiences 
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and sufferings could bring to light are now made 
very conveniently and easily available to you through 
these advices. 

My dear son, though the span of my age is not as 
large as that of some other people who have passed 
away before me, but I took great care to study their 
lives, assiduously I went through their activities, 1 con¬ 
templated over their deliberations and deeds, I studied 
their remains, relics and ruins and 1 pondered over their 
lives so deeply that I felt as if I have lived and worked 
with them from early ages of history down to our 
times, and I know what did them good and what 
brought harm to them. Sifting the good from bad I 
am concentrating within these pages and for your 
good the knowledge that I so gathered. Through 
these advices I have tried to bring home to you the 
value of honest living and high thinking and the dan¬ 
gers of a vicious and sinful life, and I have taken care 
to cover and guard every aspect of your life as is the 
duty of a kind considerate and loving father. 

From the very beginning I took care to help you to 
develop a noble character and to fit you for the life 
which you will have to lead, to treat you grow up to 
be a young man with a noble character, an open and 
honest mind and clear and precise knowledge of things 
around you. Originally my desire was only to teach 
you the Holy Book thoroughly, to make you under¬ 
stand its intricacies, to impart to you the complete 
knowledge of His Orders and interdictions and not to 
leave you at mercy of the knowledge of other people. 
But after having succeeded in this task I felt nervous 
that 1 may leave you untrained and uneducated in the 
subjects which themselves are subject to so much con¬ 
fusion and so many contradictions, subjects whose 
confusions have been worse confounded by selfish 
desires, warped minds, wicked ways of life, and sinful 
modes of thinking. Therelore I have noted down, in 


these lines, the basic principles of nobility, piety, truth 
and justice. You may feel them to be overbearing 
and harsh, but my desire is to arm you with this 
knowledge instead of leaving you unarmed to face the 
world where there is every danger of loss and da¬ 
mnation. As you are a noble, virtuous and pious 
young man, l am sure you will receive Divine Guid¬ 
ance and succour. I am sure He will help you to 
achieve your aim in life. I want you to promise to 
yourself to follow my advices carefully. 

Best of the advices: Fear of God and Performance of duty 

Remember my son, the best out of these advices 
of mine are those which tell you to fear God, to 
concentrate and to confine yourself to the performance 
of those duties which have been made incumbent 
upon you by Him and to follow in the footsteps of 
your ancestors (The Holy Prophet and Hazrath) and 
your pious and virtuous relations. Verily they always 
carefully scanned their thoughts and deeds, as you 
must also try to do and they carefully thought over 
the subject before saying anything about it or before 
doing a deed, You should also be doingsamc. Thiskind 
of deliberation made them take from life what was 
really the best and forsake that which was not made 
incumbent upon them or which was not the best. If 
your mind refuses to accept my advices and you 
persist like them to try your own experiments then 
you are at liberty to arrive at your conclusions but 
only after carefully studying the subject and after 
acquiring the knowledge necessary for such decisions. 
You must not allow uncertainties and doubts poison 
your mind and scepticism or irrational likes and 
dislikes affect your views. But remember that before 
you start thinking and deliberating over a problem 
seek guidance of the Lord and beseech Him to give 
you a lead in the right direction, avoid confusion in 
your ideas and do not let disbelief (about truth of the 
teaching of religion) take hold of your mind, because 
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one will lead you towards agnosticism and the other 
towards errors and sins. When you are thus prepared 
to solve any problem and you are sure that you possess 
a clear mind, a sincere and firm desire to reach the 
truth, to say the correct thing and to do the correct 
deed then carefully go through the advices that 1 am 
leaving for you. ' If your mind is not clear and it is 
not as free from doubts and scepticism as you wish it 
to be, then you will be wandering in the wilderness of 
uncertainties' and errors like a camel suffering from 
night blindness, and under these circumstances it is 
best for you to give up the quest because with such 
limitations none can ever reach the truth. 

What to remember and what to learn 

My dear son, carefully and very carefully re¬ 
member these sayings of mine that the Lord,' who 
is Master of death is also the Master of life. The 
Creator is the annihilator. And the One, who an¬ 
nihilates has the power to again bring everything 
back to existence. The One, who sends calamities 
towards you is the One who will bring you safe out 
of them. 

Remember that this world is working under laws 
ordained by Him and it consists of assemblage and 
aggregate of actions and reactions, causes and effects 
calamities and reverses, pains and pleasures, and re¬ 
wards and punishment: but this is not all which 
the picture depicts; there are things in it which arc 
beyond our ken, things which we do not and can¬ 
not know and things which cannot be foreseen, or 
foretold, for instance the rewards and punishments 
of ihe day of judgment. Under these circumstances 
if you do not understand a thing, do not refuse 
to accept it. Remember that your lack of under¬ 
standing is due to insufficiency of your knowledge 
Remember that when you came into this world your 
first appearance was that of an ignorant, uneducated 


and unlearned being, then you gradually acquired 
knowledge, but there arc several things (in this world) 
which were beyond your knowledge, which per¬ 
plexed and surprised you and about which you did 
not understand “why" and “how”; gradually you 
acquired knowledge about some of those subjects 
and in future your knowledge and vision may further 
expand. Therefore, the best thing for you to do 
is to seek guidance of One, Who has created you, 
Who maintains and nourishes you, Who has given 
a balanced mind and a normally working body. 
Your prayers should be reserved for Him only, your 
requests and solicitations should be alone to Him. 
you should be afraid of Him and of nobody else. 

Be it known to you my son that nobody has 
given the mankind such detailed information about 
God (His mercy, His kindness, His Glory, His Might 
and His Power) as our Holy Prophet (A.S.), I ad¬ 
vise you to have faith in his teachings, to make 
him your leader and to accept his guidance for your 
salvation. In thus advising you, I have done the 
best that I can do as a sincere and loving adviser 
and 1 assure you however you may try to find a 
better way for your good, you will not find any 
superior to the one advised’ by me (by this perhaps 
Hazrath meant his advice to accept the guidance 
of the Holy prophet A.S. for success in this world 
and salvation in the next). Remember my son that 
had there been any other god, beside the One, he 
would have also sent his messengers and prophet * 
and they would have pointed out to mankind the domain 
and glory of this second god and you would have 
also seen them. But no such incident ever took place. 
He is one God whom we all should recognise and 
worship. He has explained Himself. Nobody is a 
partner to Him in His Domain, Might and Glory. 
He is Eternal, has always been and shall always be. 
He existed even before the universes came into be¬ 
ing but there is no beginning to His Existence. He 
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shall remain when every other thing will disappear 
into nothingness and there shall be no end to His 
Existence. His Glory and His Existence is so supreme, 
pre-eminent, transcendent, incomparable and excellent 
that it is beyond the grasp of minds and intellects. 
None can understand or visualise Him. When you 
have accepted these truths and realities then your 
behaviour, so far as His Orders and interdictions 
are concerned, should be that of a person who re¬ 
alises that his status, power and position is nothing 
when compared to that of His Lord, who wants 
to gain His favour through prayer and obedience, 
wo fears His Wrath as well as' His Punishments, 
and who is absolutely in need of His help and 
protection. Remember my son, that God has not 
ordered you to do anything but that which is good 
and which propagates and distributes goodness and 
He has not interdicted you from anything but that 
which is bad and will bring about bad effects. 

My dear son, through this message of mine, I 
have explained every thing about this world, how 
fickle and quick changing is its attitude, how short 
lived and evanescent is everything that it holds or 
offers and how fast it changes its moods and its 
favours. I have also explained about the life to come; 
the pleasures and blessings provided there and the 
ever lasting peace, comfort and happiness arranged for 
in the Heaven. I have given enough examples of both 
aspects of life, before and after death, so that you may 
know the reality and lead your life on the basis of 
that knowledge. 

The truth is that those people who have carefully 
studied the conditions of life and the world, pass their 
days as if they are travellers who have to leave a place 
which is famine stricken (practically a desert with 
extreme scarcity of food and water), unhealthy and 
uncongenial, and they have to go towards lands which 


are fertile, healthy, congenial and where there is 
abundant provision of all comforts and pleasares. They 
have eagerly taken up the journey, happy in the hope of 
future blessings and peace. They have willingly accepted 
the sufferings, troubles and hazards of the way, part¬ 
ing of friends, scarcity of food and comfort during the 
pilgrimage so that they may reach the jurney’s end—a 
happy place. They do not refuse to bear any discom¬ 
fort and do not grudge any expenditure on the way 
(giving out alms and charities, and helping the poor 
and needy. In another paragraph further on Hazrath has 
developed the idea that charity is the best way of 
providing for the next world). Every step which they 
put forward towards their goal, however tiring and ex¬ 
hausting it may be, is an happy event of their lives. On 
the contrary the condition of those people, who are 
sclely engrossed in this world and are sadly engulfed in 
its shortlived, quickly fading and vicious pleasures, is 
like that of travellers who are staying in fertile and 
happy regions and who have to undertake a journey, 
knwoing fully well that the journey is going to end 
in inhospitable, arid and unfertile lands. Can any¬ 
thing be more loathsome and abhoring to them than 
this journey? How they would hate to leave the place 
where they are and to arrive at the place which they 
so much hate, and which is so dismaying, dreadful and 
frightening. 

Need of introspection 

(Lei your own person act as criterion to judge the goodness 
and wickedness of your deeds) 

My dear son, so far as your behaviour with other 
human beings is concerned let yourself act as scales 
to help you judge its goodness or wickedness. Do 
unto others as you wish others to do unto you. 
Whatever you like for your ‘self’ like for others and 
whatever you dislike to happen to you spare others 
from such happenings. Do not oppress and tyrannise 
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anybody because you surely do not like to be oppressed 
and tyrannised. Be kind and sympathetic to others as 
you certainly desire others to treat you kindly and 
sympathetically. Whatever habits you find objective 
loathsome in others abstain from developing those 
traits of character. If you are satisfied or feel happy 
in receiving a certain kind of behaviour from others 
you may behave with others exactly in the same way 
Do not speak about them in the way that you do not 
like others to speak about you. Do not speak on a 
subject about which you know little or nothing, and 
if you at all want to speak on anything or about any- 
one of whom you arc fully aware then avoid scandal 
libel and aspersion, as you do not like yourself to be 
scandalized and libelled in the same manner. 

Beware of vanity and conceit 

F R cmember son that vanity and conceit are forms 
of folly these traits will bring to you serious harm 
and will be a constant source of danger to you, there- 

[ ore ’ I ad f 3 w * r bala . nced life (neither be conceited 
nor suffer from inferiority complex), and exert your- 

friL C r rn an h ° n 5 s t living. But do not act like a 
treasurer for somebody (do not be miser that you earn 
hoard and leave it for others). And, whenever yoii 
receive guidance of the Lord to achieve the thing you 
not . ge J P. roud of y° ur achievement but 

be humble and submissive to Him and realise that 
your success was due to his Mercy and Favour. 

Life’s passage—its encumbrances and reliefs 

Remember, my son, that before you is a long and 
arduous journey (life). The journey is not on"y very 
long, exhausting, laborious and onerous, but the'route 
.s mostly through dismal, dreary and deserted regions 
T" b£ Sadl ?, in need'"of refreshing renovat- 

g and enlivening aids and helps and you cannot 
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dispense with such provisions as to keep you going 
and to maintain you till the end of your journey 
(the day of judgment). But remember that you 
do not overload yourself (do not entrust yourself 
with so many obligations and duties that you can¬ 
not honourably fulfil them or with such luxurious 
life as to be wicked and vicious). Because if this 
load is more than what you can coveniently bear 
then your journey will be very painful and toilsome to 
you. If you find around yourself such poor, needy and 
destitute people who are willing to carry your load for 
you as far as the day of judgment then consider this 
to be a boon, engage them and pass your burden on to 
them. (Distribute your wealth amongst the poor, desti¬ 
tutes and needy—help others to the best of your ability 
and be kind and sympathetic to human beings). Thus re¬ 
lieve yourself from the heavy responsibility and liability 
of submitting an account on theday of reckoning of how 
you have made use of His Favours (of health, wealth, 
power and positions) and thus you may arrive to the end 
of your journey, light and fresh, have enough provision 
foryou there (reward for having done your duty to man 
and God in this world). Have as many weight carriers as 
you can (help as many people as you can) so that you 
may not miss them when you very badly need them 
(when your sins of commission and omission will be 
balanced against your good deeds you must have 
enough good deeds to turn the scale in your favour). 
Remember that all you give out in charities and 
good deeds are like loans which will be paid back 
to you. Therefore when you are wealthy and 
powerful make use of your wealth and power in 
such a way that you get all that back on the day 
when you will be poor and helpless (the day 
of judgment). Be it known to you, my son, that 
your passage lies through an appallingly dreadful! 
valley (death of grave) and journey is extremely 
trying and arduous. Here a man carrying light weight 
is far better than an overburdened person and one 





who can journey fast will pass through it quickly 
than one whom encumberment forces to go slowly. 
You shall have to pass through this valley. The 
only way out of it is either in the Heaven or in the 
Hell; (there is no other way out and no possibility of 
retracing one’s steps). Therefore it is wise to send 
your things there before-hand, so that they (your 
good actions) reach there before you; pre-arrange 
for the place of your stay before you reach there, 
because after death there is no repentence and no 
possibility of coming back to this world to undo 
the wrong done by you. 

Value and usefulness of prayers 

Realise this truth, my son, that the Lord Who 
owns and holds the treasures of the Heaven and 
earth has given you permission to ask and beg for 
them, and has promised to grant your prayers. He 
has told you to pray for His favours that they may 
be granted and to ask for His blessings that they 
may be bestowed. He has not appointed guards to 
prevent your prayers reaching Him. Nor'there is 
any need for anybody to intercede before Him on 
your behalf. If you go back upon your promises, 
if you break your vows or start doing things that 
you have repented from, He will not immediately 
punish you, nor He refuses you His Favours and 
grants in haste; and if you repent once again He 
neither taunts you nor betrays you though you may 
fully deserve both, but He accepts your repentences 
and forgives you. He never grudges His Forgiveness 
nor refuses His Mercy; on the contrary He has dec¬ 
reed every repentence as a virtue and pious deed. The 
Merciful Lord has orderd that every evil deed of 
yours will be counted as one and every good deed 
and every pious action will be rewarded tenfold. 
He has left the door of repentence open. He hears 
you whenever you call Him. He accepts your pray¬ 
ers whenever you pray to Him. 
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You beg of Him to grant you your heart's de¬ 
sires; you lay before him the secrets of your heart; 
you tell Him about all the calamities that have be¬ 
fallen you and misfortunes which face you and be¬ 
seech His Help to overcome them. You invoke His 
Help and Support in difficulties and distress. You 
implore Him to grant you long life and sound 
health; you pray to Him for prosperity and you 
request of Him such favours and grants that none 
but He can bestow and award. 

Think over it that by simply granting you the 
privilege of praying for His Favours and Mercies, 
He has handed over the keys of His Treasures to 
you. Whenever you are in need you pray and He 
confers His Favours and Blessings. 

But some times you find that your requests are 
not immediately granted, then you need not be 
disappointed. Because grant of prayers often rests 
with the true purpose and intention of the implorer. 
Some times the prayers are delayed because the 
Merciful Lord wants you to receive further rewards 
by patiently bearing calamities and sufferings and 
still believing sincerely in His Help, thus you may 
be awarded better favour than you requested for. 
Some times your prayers are turned down, and this 
is also in your interest; because you often, unknow¬ 
ingly, ask for things that are really harmful to you, 
if your requests are granted they will do more harm 
than good, and many of your requests may be such 
that if granted they will result in your eternal 
damnation. Thus the refusal to accede to your 
solicitations is a blessing in disguise to you. But 
very often your requests, if they are not really harm¬ 
ful to you for this world or for the life hereafter, 
may be delayed but they are granted in quantities 
much more than you had asked for, bringing in more 
blessings in their wake than you could ever imagine. 
So you should be very careful in asking God for 
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His Favour, only pray for such things which are 
really beneficial to you, and these benefits are last¬ 
ing and in the long run they do not end in harm. 
Remember, my dear son, that wealth and power 
(if you pray for them) are such things that they 
will not always be with you and may bring harm 
to you in life hereafter. 

Why you are created 

Be it known to you my son that you are creat¬ 
ed for the next world and not for this. You are 
born to die and not to live for ever. Your stay 
in this world is temporary. You live in a place 
which is subject to decay and destruction. It is a 
place where you will have to be busy getting ready 
for the next world. It is a road (to the next world) 
on which you are standing. Death is followiug you. 
You cannot run away from it. However hard you 
may try to avoid it, it is going to catch you sooner 
or later. Therefore take care that it may not catch 
you unaware and unprepared and no chance is left 
to you to repent the vices and sins committed and 
undo the harm done by you. If death catches you 
unaware then you are ctenally damned. Therefore, 
my dear son, always keep three things in mind: 
death, your deeds and actions and the life hereafter. 
In this way you will be always ready to face death 
and it will not catch you unaware. 

I his world and worldly people 

My dear son, do not be carried away and do 
not be allured by the infatuation of the worldly 
people in vicious life and its pleasures and do not 
be impressed by the sight of their acute struggle 
to possess and own this world. God has very merci¬ 
fully explained to you every thing about this world, 
not only the Merciful Lord but this word has also 
told you everything, it has disclosed to you that 
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it is mortar, it has openly declared its weakness, 
its shortcomings and its vices. 

Remember that these worldly people arc bark¬ 
ing dogs, and, hungry and ferocious beasts. Seme 
of them are constantly barking at the others. Their 
mighty lords kill and massacre the poor and weak. 
Their powerful persons exploit and tyrannise the 
powerless. (Refer Foot note at page 27). Their in¬ 
ordinate desires and their greed has such a complete 
hold over them that you will find some of them 
like animals tamed and tied with a rope round their 
feet and necks. (They have lost freedom of thought 
and cannot come out of the enslavement of desires 
and habits). While there are others whom wealth 
and power have turned mad. They behave like unruly 
beasts, trampling, crushing and killing their fellow 
beings and destroying things around them. History 
of this world is merely a record of such incidents, 
some big and some small; the difference is of might 
but the intensity is the same. These people have 
lost balance of their minds. They do not know what 
they are doing and where they are going; scan their 
activities and study their ways of thinking you will 
find them confused and irrational, they appear like 
cattle wandering in a dreary desert, where there 
is no watei to drink and no fodder to eat, no shep¬ 
herd to cater for them and no guardian to look 
after them. What has actually happened to them 
is that the vicious world has taken possession of 
them, it is dragging them wherever it likes and is 
treating them as if they are blind, because it has 
in reality blind-folded them against divine lights of 
true religion. They are wandering without true aims 
and sober purposes in the wonderful show that the 
world has staged for them: they are fully drunk with the 
wine of pleasures amassed around them. They take 
this world to be their god and nourishes The world 
is playing with them and they are playing with it 
and have forgotten and forsaken everything else. 
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But the nights of enjoyments and pleasures will 
not for ever last for anybody, the dawn of realities 
will break sooner or later.' The caravan of life will 
surely reach its destination one day. One, who has 
nights and days acting as pie bald horses for him, 
carrying him onward and onward towards his journey’s 
end/ must remember that though he may feel as if he 
is stopping at one place, but actually he is moving on, 
he is enroute to his destination. Every day is carrying 
him a step further in his journey towards death. 

Nobility and dignity of Honest work 
(Honesty of purpose and efforts) 

Be it known to you, my son, that you cannot have 
every wish of yours granted, you cannot expect to 
escape death, and you are passing through your days 
of life as others before you have done. There¬ 
fore control your expectations, desires and cravings; 
be moderate in your demands, earn your liveli¬ 
hood through scrupulously honest means; be con¬ 
tented with what you get honestly and honourably; 
go slow and do not let your desires drive you madly, 
because there are many desires which will lead you 
towards disappointments and loss. Remember that 
every beggar or every one who prays for a thing will 
not always get what he begs or prays for, and every one 
who controls his desires, has self-respect and does not 
beg or pray for things will not always remain 
unlucky or disappointed. So, do not bring down 
your self-respect, do not be mean and submissive 
and do not subjugate yourself through these vile 
and base traits though they may appear to make it 
possible for you to achieve your heart’s desires; 
because nothing in this world can compensate the loss 
of self-respect, nobleness of mind and honour. 

Self-respect 

Take care, my son, be warned that you do not 
make yourself slave of anybody. God ' has created 


you a free man. Do not sell away your freedom in 
return of anything. There is no actual gain and real 
value in benefits that you derive by selling your 
honour and self-respect or by subjugating yourself to 
disgrace, insults and indignities, and there is no real 
good in wealth and power that you acquire by foul 
means. Beware, my son, that avarice and greed may 
not drive you towards destruction and damnation. 
If you can succeed in having nobody as your bene¬ 
factor but God, then try your best to achieve this 
nobleness of character, because He will grant you your 
share whether you try to gather around your donors, 
patrons and benefactors or not. 

Pearl of wisdom 
(General advice and guidance) 

Remember that the little w'hich is given to you 
by God is going to be more useful and serviceable to 
you and is more honourable and respectable than what 
is granted by man in copious and abundant quantities. 
And what can a man give you but part of that which 
God has granted him. 

The losses that you suffer on account of your 
silence can be easily compensated, but the losses 
which arise out of excessive and loose talk are 
difficult to requite. Do you not see that the best way 
of guarding water in a water bay is to close its mouth? 

To guard what you already possess and own is 
better than to ask and pray of others for what they 
possess. 

The bitterness of disappointment, privation and 
poverty is in reality sweeter than the disgrace and 
humiliation of begging. 

Returns of hard but respectable and honourable 
labour of a craft or profession, though small in quantity, 




are better than the wealth which you may amass 
through sin and wickedness. t 

Nobody can guard your secrets better than you. 

Often a man tries his best to acquire a thing which 
is the most harmful to him. Often one does himself 
the worst harm. 

One who talks too much makes most mistakes. 

One, who often thinks and reflects, develops his 
foresight and vision. 

By keeping company of good people you will 
develop goodness in your character and by avoiding 
the society of wicked person you will abstain from 
wickedness. 

Livelihood acquired by foul means is the worst 
form of livelihood. 

To oppress a weak and helpless person is the worst 
form of tyranny and wickedness. i 

If your kindness or indulgence is going to bring 
forth cruel results then severity or strictness is the real 
kindness. 

Often medicating results in disease; sometime 
diseases prove to be health preservers. 

Often you obtain warnings and advices from 
people who are not fit to warn and advise you, and 
often you will come across advisers who are not 
sincere. 

Do not rely on vain hopes because vain hopes 
are assets of idiots and fools. 

Wisdom is the name of the trait of remembering ex¬ 
periences and making use of them. The best experience 
is the one which gives the best warning and advice. 


Take advantage of opportunities before they turn 
their back upon you (make hay while sun shines). 

Every one who tries cannot succeed. 

One who goes out of this world will not come 
back. 

The worst form of folly is to waste opportunities 
of this life as well as to lose salvation. 

For evey action there is a reaction. 

Shortly you will get what has been destined for 

you. 

There is an element af risk and speculation as 
well as danger of loss in every trade. 

Often small returns prove as beneficial as big 
profits. 

An accessory or accomplice who insults you and 
a friend who has not formed a good opinion of you 
will not be of any help or use to you. 

Treat those with consideration and kindness over 
whom you have power and authority. 

Do not run the risk of endangering yourself 
through irrational, unreasonable and extravagant 
hopes. 

Take care and do not be fooled by flattery. 

Do good to your brother when he is bent upon 
doing harm to you. When he ignores or declines to 
recognise the kinship, befriend him, go to his help and 
try to maintain relations. If he is miserly with you 
and refuses monetary help to you, be generous with 
him and support him financially. If he is harsh 
and cruel with you, be kind and considerate with 
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him. If he harms you, accept his excuses. Behave 
with him as if he is a master and you are a slave 
and he is benefactor and you are a beneficiary. But be 
careful that you do not thus behave with undeserving 
and mean persons. 

Do not develop friendship with the enemy of 
your friend; otherwise your friend will turn into an 
enemy. 

Advise your friend sincerely and to the best 
of your ability though he may not like it. 

Keep a complete control over your temper and 
anger, because I never found anything more bene¬ 
ficial at the end and producing "more good results 
than such a control. 

Be mild, pleasant and lenient with him who is 
harsh, gross and strict with you, gradually he will 
turn to your way of behaviour. 

Grant favour and be considerate with your enemy, 
because you will thus gain either one or the other 
of the two kinds of victories: (one of rising above 
your enemy, the other of reducing intensity of his 
enmity). 

If you want to cease relations with your friend, 
then do not break olT totally and completely, let 
your heart retain some consideration (if not' love) 
for him, so that you still have (at least) some re¬ 
gards for him if he comes back to you. 

Do not disappoint a person who holds a good 
opinion of you and do not make him change his 
opinion 

Under impression that you, as a friend, can 
behave as you like, do not violate the rights of 
your friend, because when deprived of his rights 


and privilege he will no more remain your friend. 

Do not ill-treat members of your household (wife, 
children and dependents) and do not behave with 
them as if you are the worst tempered and the 
most cruel man alive. 

Do not run after him who tries to avoid you. 

The greatest achievement of your character is 
that the enmity of your brother against you dare 
not overcome the consideration and friend-ship 
you feel towards him, and his ill-treatment of you 
should not overbalance your kind treatment to him. 

Do not get too much worried and depressed 
over the oppressions and cruelties, because whoever 
oppresses you or tyrannizes you is in reality doing 
himself a harm and is trying to find ways for your goodT 

Never ill-treat a person who has done good 
unto you. 

Know it well, son, that there are two kinds of 
livelihood: one which you are searching for and 
the other which wants you (which has been destined 
for you); it will reach you, even if you do not try 
to obtain it. 

To be submissive, humble, crawling and begging 
when one is needy, powerless and poor, and to be 
arrogant, oppressing and cruel when in power and 
opulence are two very ugly traits of human character. 

Nothing in this world is really useful and be¬ 
neficial to you unless it has some utility and benefit 
value for you for the next world. If you at all 
want to lament over things which you have lost 
in this world then worry and feel sorry over the 
loss of things which had immortal values for you. 
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The past and almost all which was in your 
possession during the past is not with you now. 
You may thus rationally come to the conclusion that 
the present and all which is in your possession now 
will also leave you. 

Do not be like persons on whom advices have 
no effect, they require punishment to correct them. 
A sensible and reasonable man acquires education 
and culture through advices and brutes and beasts 
always accept correction through punishment and 
chastisements. 

Overcome your sorrows, your worries and your 
misfortunes with patience and faith in the Merciful 
Lord and your hard work; one wno gives up a 
straight path, honest and rational ways of thinking 
and working, will harm himself. 

A friend is like a relation, and a true friend 
is one who speaks well of you even behind your back. 

Inordinate desires have close relations with mis¬ 
fortunes and calamities. 

Often close relations behave more distantly than 
strangers and as often strangers help you more than 
your nearest relatives. 

Poor is he who has no friends. Whoever for¬ 
sakes truth finds that his path of life has become 
narrow and troublesome. 

Who wants to retain his prestige and position, 
through contentment and honesty, will find them 
lasting assets. 

Strongest relation is the one which is between 
man and God. 


One who does not care for you is your enemy. 

If there is a danger of death or damnation in 
achievement of an object then your safety lies in 
your failure to achieve it. 

Weaknesses and short-comings are not the things 
to talk about. 

Opportunities do not repeat themselves. 

Some times very wise and learned persons fail 
to achieve the object they were aiming at, and 
foolish and uneducated people attain their purposes. 

Postpone evil deeds as long as possible because 
you can commit them whenever you so desire (then 
why hurry in committing them). 

To sever your connections with ignorant and 
uneducated people is itself like forming connections 
and keeping company of wise and learned persons. 

Whoever trusts this world is betrayed by it and 
whoever gives it importance and exalts its position 
is disgraced and humiliated by it. 

Every arrow of yours will not hit the bull’s 
eye (your every scheme will not succeed). 

With a change of status and position your con¬ 
ditions will also change. 

Before ascertaining the conditions of route find 
out what kind of person will accompany you on 
this journey. 

Instead of enquiring about the condition of 
home, in which you are going to stay, first of all try 
to find out what kind of people your neighbours are. 

Do not introduce ridiculous topics in your talk 
even if you have to repeat sayings of others. 
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Do not seek advice of women, their judgments are 
often immature and not correct and their determin¬ 
ations are not firm. You must guard and defend 
them and act as a shelter or screen to protect from 
impious and injurious surroundings and infamous 
sights; this kind of shelter will keep them well protected 
from every variety of harm. Theircontact with vicious 
and sinful atmosphere (even with all the shelter that you 
can provide) is going to prove more harmful to them 
than their being left with any protections. Do not 
let them interfere in affairs where you cannot personally 
guide or protect them. Do not let them aspire for 
things wich arc beyond their capacities. They are 
more like decoration to humanity and are not made 
to rule and govern humanity. Exhibit rational and 
reasonable interest in things which they desire and 
give importance to, but do not let them influence 
your opinions and do not let them impel against 
your sane views. Do not force them into marriages 
which they abhor or which they consider below' their 
dignity because there is danger of thus converting 
honourable and virtuous women into shameless and 
dishonourable beings. 

Divide and distribute work amongst your servants 
so that you can hold each one responsible for the 
work entrusted to them. This is better and smoother 
way of carrying on a work than each one of them 
throwing the responsibility of every bit of work on 
somebody else. 

Treat the members of your family with love and 
respect, because they act as wings with which you fly 
and as hands which support you and fight for you. 
They are people towards whom you turn when in 
trouble and in need. 

My dear son after having these advices to you 
1 entrust you to the Lord. He will help, guide and 
protect you in this world and hereafter, 1 pray and 


beseech Him to take you under His protection 
the worlds. 


Footnote: What similes! Do they require 
any explanation? Do we find any canine 
gathering more noisome than our society? 
What are our newspapers, weaklies and 
periodicals doing? Do we find anything 
thought provoking or useful in them? Do 
they contain anything besides propaganda? 
Persons speaking against persons; societies 
and parties against one another; nations 
decrying each other, countries carrying on 
cold war against one another; governments 
against the governed and the governed 
against the governments. Honestly speaking 
this howling has created such a din that 
one cannot hear a sensible sentence when 
said or a useful suggestion when made. 
Let me repeat: can we find a worse canine 
congregation than human race. As far as 
their ferocity is concerned the last two 
wars have nothing left to be said. No 
beast in height of its canibalisra has been 
more ferocious against its kind than man. 







